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Office of Elementary and Secondary Education  

English Learners with Disabilities 

This fact sheet provides information about English learners with disabilities (ELSWD). Under the Individuals with 
Disabilities Act (IDEA) Part B,1 state educational agencies (SEAs) and school districts are responsible for locating, 
identifying, and evaluating all students, including ELSWD, who need special education and related services. During 
school year (SY) 2023–24, 15.2% of students ages 5–21 enrolled in U.S. public schools were identified as having a 
disability under IDEA Part B. 15.5% of those students with disabilities were identified as English learners (ELs). 
That same year, ELs composed 11.9% of all students enrolled in K–12.2 

Percentage Point Difference Between English Learners and Non-English Learners  
With Disabilities Ages 6–21 Identified and Served Under Individuals With Disabilities  

Education Act Part B: School Year 2023–243

 

Three states — New Jersey (6.2%), 
Pennsylvania (6.2%), and Louisiana 
(5.6%) — had the greatest disparity in 
rate of identification of students with 
disabilities between ELs and non-ELs, 
wherein ELs were identified at a higher 
rate than non-ELs. The three states with 
the greatest disparity in rate of 
identification of students with disabilities 
between ELs and non-ELs, wherein non-
ELs were identified at a higher rate than 
ELs were Wyoming (-8.6%), Idaho 
(-6.2%), and Nevada (-6.1%).

Percentage of ELs Who Scored Proficient on an English Language Proficiency Exam  
by Disability Status: School Years 2018–19 through 2023–244

The percentage of ELSWD who 
scored proficient on an English 
language proficiency assessment has 
steadily risen since SY 2020–21. 
Despite this progress, ELSWD still 
lagged ELs not identified with 
disabilities by 6.9 percentage points 
in SY 2023–24. 
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1 IDEA specifies under what conditions children are eligible to receive services, found here: https://sites.ed.gov/idea/regs/b/a/300.8  
2 U.S. Department of Education, EDFacts SY 2023–24; FS 116; 141. This fact sheet excludes Puerto Rico’s data.  
3 U.S. Department of Education, EDFacts: “IDEA Section 618 Data Products: State Level Data Files. Child Count and Educational Environments,” 2024. [Data file 
https://data.ed.gov/dataset/idea-section-618-state-part-b-child-count-and-educational-environments/resources?resource=fdc6eb2c-4a4e-44ef-8b3d-01e68671e47c. IDEA Section 
618 State Part B Child Count and Educational Environments  
4 U.S. Department of Education, EDFacts SY 2023–24; FS 116; 141 

https://data.ed.gov/dataset/idea-section-618-state-part-b-child-count-and-educational-environments/resources?resource=fdc6eb2c-4a4e-44ef-8b3d-01e68671e47c


 

 

Percentage of K–12 Students with Disabilities Served Under IDEA Part B,  
by Disability Category and English Learner Status: School Year 2023–245 

In SY 2023–24, 923,241 ELs 
and 6,564,405 non-ELs were 
identified as having a 
disability. ELs were more 
likely than non-ELs to be 
identified with specific 
learning disabilities, speech or 
language impairments, 
intellectual disabilities, 
developmental delay, and 
hearing impairment. 
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Reasons for Exiting Services Among K–12 Students with Disabilities  
Served Under IDEA Part B: SY 2023–246 
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Among all students identified with a 
disability who exited services, 
graduation was the most common 
reason among both ELs and non-
ELs. However, ELs were less likely 
than non-ELs to receive a regular 
diploma or receive a certificate of 
completion. ELs were also less 
likely than non-ELs to exit due to 
transferring to regular education.

 
5 AC: Percentage of ELs/non-ELs with each type of disability = number of EL/non-EL students per IDEA Part B disability category, age 5 (school age) to 21, divided by total 
number of EL/non-EL students served under IDEA Part B in the same age range, multiplied by 100. 
Notes: The bar graph includes data from the 50 states and the District of Columbia. For SY 2023–24, Iowa reported the total number of ELs and non-ELs served under IDEA 
Part B; however, it did not report the total number of ELs and non-ELs served under IDEA Part B by disability category, therefore it is also excluded from the graph. 
Source: U.S. Department of Education, EDFacts Data Warehouse (EDW): “IDEA Section 618 Data Products: State Level Data Files. Child Count and Educational 
Environments,” 2024. [Data file]. Retrieved from https://data.ed.gov/dataset/idea-section-618-state-part-b-child-count-and-educational-environments. “Other disabilities 
category” refers to deaf-blindness, orthopedic impairment, traumatic brain injury, and visual impairment. These four categories are not individually presented because the 
percentage of ELs and non-ELs served under IDEA Part B with each of those disabilities make up 0.5% or less of all ELs or non-ELs served under IDEA Part B. For a full list of 
disability definitions, as written in IDEA Part B, see https://sites.ed.gov/idea/regs/b/a/300.8 
6 The bar graph includes data from the 50 states and the District of Columbia. For SY 2023–24, Iowa reported the total number of ELs and non-ELs served under IDEA Part B; 
however, it did not report the total number of ELs and non-ELs served under IDEA Part B by disability category, therefore it is also excluded from the graph. 
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