Office of Elementary and Secondary Education

English Learners with Disabilities

This fact sheet provides information about English learners with disabilities (ELSWD). Under the Individuals with
Disabilities Act (IDEA) Part B,! state educational agencies (SEAs) and school districts are responsible for locating,
identifying, and evaluating all students, including ELSWD, who need special education and related services. During
school year (SY) 2023-24, 15.2% of students ages 5—21 enrolled in U.S. public schools were identified as having a
disability under IDEA Part B. 15.5% of those students with disabilities were identified as English learners (ELs).
That same year, ELs composed 11.9% of all students enrolled in K—12.2
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Percentage of ELs Who Scored Proficient on an English Language Proficiency Exam
by Disability Status: School Years 2018—19 through 2023244
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! IDEA specifies under what conditions children are eligible to receive services, found here: https:/sites.ed.gov/idea/regs/b/a/300.8

2U.S. Department of Education, EDFacts SY 2023-24; FS 116; 141. This fact sheet excludes Puerto Rico’s data.

3 U.S. Department of Education, EDFacts: “IDEA Section 618 Data Products: State Level Data Files. Child Count and Educational Environments,” 2024. [Data file
https://data.ed.gov/dataset/idea-section-618-state-part-b-child-count-and-educational-environments/resources?resource=fdc6eb2c-4ade-44ef-8b3d-01e68671e47¢c. IDEA Section
618 State Part B Child Count and Educational Environments

4U.S. Department of Education, EDFacts SY 2023-24; FS 116; 141
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https://data.ed.gov/dataset/idea-section-618-state-part-b-child-count-and-educational-environments/resources?resource=fdc6eb2c-4a4e-44ef-8b3d-01e68671e47c

Percentage of K—12 Students with Disabilities Served Under IDEA Part B,
by Disability Category and English Learner Status: School Year 2023-245
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Reasons for Exiting Services Among K-12 Students with Disabilities
Served Under IDEA Part B: SY 2023-24°
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% AC: Percentage of ELs/non-ELs with each type of disability = number of EL/non-EL students per IDEA Part B disability category, age 5 (school age) to 21, divided by total
number of EL/non-EL students served under IDEA Part B in the same age range, multiplied by 100.

Notes: The bar graph includes data from the 50 states and the District of Columbia. For SY 2023-24, Iowa reported the total number of ELs and non-ELs served under IDEA
Part B; however, it did not report the total number of ELs and non-ELs served under IDEA Part B by disability category, therefore it is also excluded from the graph.

Source: U.S. Department of Education, EDFacts Data Warehouse (EDW): “IDEA Section 618 Data Products: State Level Data Files. Child Count and Educational
Environments,” 2024. [Data file]. Retrieved from https://data.ed.gov/dataset/idea-section-618-state-part-b-child-count-and-educational-environments. “Other disabilities
category” refers to deaf-blindness, orthopedic impairment, traumatic brain injury, and visual impairment. These four categories are not individually presented because the
percentage of ELs and non-ELs served under IDEA Part B with each of those disabilities make up 0.5% or less of all ELs or non-ELs served under IDEA Part B. For a full list of
disability definitions, as written in IDEA Part B, see https://sites.cd.gov/idea/regs/b/a/300.8

® The bar graph includes data from the 50 states and the District of Columbia. For SY 202324, lowa reported the total number of ELs and non-ELs served under IDEA Part B;
however, it did not report the total number of ELs and non-ELs served under IDEA Part B by disability category, therefore it is also excluded from the graph.
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