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The Economic Benefits
of Multilingualism

Earnings

Employers value multilingualism
and reward employees.
According to two research
studies, multilingual

individuals earn

$2-3K more on

College Enrollment

Students who obtained the Seal of Biliteracy
are more likely to attend college and to
enroll in a four-year university, according to
recent research.'?

The Seal of Biliteracy?® is available in all 50

states and Washington, D.C., and serves as
a credential demonstrating a

student’s proficiency in

reading, writing,

speaking, and

listening in two

or more languages.
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Multilingualism allows employees to excel in
their workplace by, for example, enabling them
to communicate with more people, access a
wider range of information, and create
products that resonate with a larger audience.

Employment opportunities
The demand for bilingual employees is increasing.”2

A 2017 study found that bilingual employment opportunities were concentrated in the banking,
healthcare, and telecommunications sectors.

Over 68 million people in the U.S. speak a language other A
than English,” underscoring a need for multilingualism in
the workforce. A few of the top occupations advertised

for bilingual workers were customer service and sales

representatives, retail salespersons, registered CAREER SPOTLIGHT: INTERPRETERS
nurses, and financial services agents. Such AND TRANSLATORS
languages as Spanish, Chinese, French, Arabic, Multilingual individuals can join the

and Korean were mentioned most often in workforce as interpreters and translators, a

career field that is projected to increase by
4% between 2022 and 2032 according to the

m Bureau of Labor Statistics.'0""12
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Government-sponsored opportunities

National Security Education Program™

Part of the Defense Language and National Security
Education Office, within the U.S. Department of Defense, the
National Security Education Program offers eight programs.
The goal of these programs is to develop proficiency in
critical languages and build job-ready skills for the future

Critical Language
Scholarship Program™

Offers summertime, overseas
foreign language instruction and

Arabic
Azerbaijani
Chinese ® Hindi
Indonesian

Japanese ® Korean

cultural enrichment experiences in
13 critical need languages for U.S.
students in higher education. The
program is sponsored by the

U.S. Department of State.

Persian ® Portuguese
Russian ® Swahili
Turkish ® Urdu

Department of State Study
Abroad Program'® Zz3
The U.S. Department of State offers
programs and scholarships for

students and educators through
the USA Study Abroad Program.

defense workforce.

* David L. Boren Scholarships

* David L. Boren Fellowships

* Regional Flagship Languages
Initiative

* The Language Flagship

* Project Global Officer
(Project GO)

* English for Heritage
Language Speakers

® Language Training Centers
e National Language Service

The English for Heritage
Language Speakers
program'®

Provides professional
English language
instruction to citizens who
are native speakers of
critical languages.
Individuals who
participate agree to work
in public service in the
government for at least

one year.

Corps

Note: Additional opportunities for study abroad programs and scholarships may be available through foreign embassies and consulates.
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