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Agenda

•Welcome

•Raise The Bar

•OELA Priorities

•Panel Discussion

•Resources & Future Learning Opportunities

Name of presentation
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What the U.S. Department of Education has Learned from  
the American Public Over the Last Two Years

• Students, educators, and families want to know and feel like they belong

• Families want a research and evidence-based, rigorous, well-rounded,  minds-on and 
hands-on education for their children, including pathways to postsecondary learning, 
career options, and multilingualism

• America needs to eliminate the shortage of highly qualified educators and student 
support staff

• Educators and schools can accelerate learning by providing relevant and   joyful learning, 
and meeting students and educators’ wellness needs
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Provide Every Student with a Pathway to 
Multilingualism

Objective: Provide all students with the opportunity to master another language.



• English learners are one of the fastest-growing 
populations

• The number of people who speak a language other 
than English at home has tripled in recent decades

• As of 2019, there were 5.1 million English Learners 
enrolled in our nations' public elementary and 
secondary schools

• The enrollment in language studies has been 
consistently declining since 2008. Less than 20% or 10.6 
million K-12 students and about 7.5% of undergraduate 
and graduate students in the U.S. study a world 
language. Only about 1% major in world languages.

• English learners come to school with many assets; 
language, culture and funds of knowledge

Why It Matters



The Most Common Languages of English Learners: SYs 2018–19 
and 2019–20

Sources: U.S. Department of Education, EDFacts SY 2017–18, SY 2018–19, SY 2019–20
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• Spanish, Arabic, Chinese, and 
Vietnamese were in the top 5 most 
commonly spoken languages by ELs 
in both SY 2018–19 and 2019–20.

• Spanish speakers represented 
more than 75% of identified ELs in 
both SYs 2018–19 and 2019–20.

• Portuguese surpassed Somali as the 
fifth most spoken language by ELs 

in SY 2019–20.



• Multilingualism, as well as bilingualism, has significant 
academic, cognitive, economic, and sociocultural 
benefits

• Multilingual students have:
• a broader and deeper vocabulary and they’re better 

communicators and problem-solvers
• better memory, attention, and multitasking skills

• Growing industries and sectors like healthcare, trade, 

education and technical services, employers are more 

likely to expect workers to have a 2nd language

•  In the trade sector, employers are 59 percent more 
likely to expect workers to have a 2nd language. In 
education, that number is 57 percent. In professional 
and technical services that number is 55 percent. And 
54 percent, among construction employers

Why It Matters Cont’d



Key Levers to Provide Every Student with a Pathway to 
Multilingualism

 

 

 
 

EQUITABLE ACCESS FOR 

ENGLISH LEARNERS 

 

 

DIVERSIFIED BILINGUAL/MULTILINGUAL 

EDUCATOR WORKFORCE 

 

 

QUALITY BILINGUAL 

EDUCATION FOR ALL 

 
Develop and implement 

processes that enhance 

oversight for the civil rights 

protections of English learners 

as well as related funding 

obligations for English 

learner services and promote 

evidence-based practices 

to address the barriers that 

English learners can encounter 

in education 

 
Provide technical assistance and 

funding opportunities and disseminate 

information about evidence-based 

state and local programs that are 

building educator workforce capacity, 

including Grow-Your-Own, teacher 

residencies, and apprenticeship 

programs; and support colleges and 

universities in prioritizing English as 

a Second Language and bilingual 

educator preparation programs for 

multilingual educators 

 
Increase access to high- 

quality language programs 

and highlight states and 

districts that are implementing 

evidence-based dual language 

programs and seals of 

biliteracy 
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OELA Priorities

Dual 
Language 
Programs

Seal

 of 
Biliteracy

Family 
Engagement

Early 
Learning
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Q & A
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OELA Resources on Multilingualism
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Upcoming 
webinar
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• Listening Sessions with educators, parents and stakeholders

• RAISE THE BAR: High Quality Dual Language Programs for 

ALL students webinar (Aug. 16)

• Early Learning webinar (TBD)

• Supporting Immigrant Students and Newcomers webinar in 

collaboration with OESE (Sept. 6)

• Seal of Biliteracy: Embassy Language Forum (Oct. 17)

Upcoming Opportunities
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Stay Connected With OELA 
• Visit OELA Home Page: 

• https://www2.ed.gov/about/offices/list/oela/index.html

• Subscribe to Nexus Newsletter:

• https://ncela.ed.gov/newsletters 

• NCELA on Twitter: 

• https://twitter.com/ASKNCELA1

• OELA Facebook Page:

• https://www.facebook.com/ED.OELA/?ref=bookmarks 

• OELA on LinkedIn: 

• https://linkedin.com/company/ed-oela    

• OELA on Pinterest:

•  https://in.pinterest.com/ed_oela/

• OELA on SoundCloud: 

• https://soundcloud.com/ed_oela
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Please contact AskNCELA at 

askncela@manhattanstrategy.com with 

comments and questions

https://www2.ed.gov/about/offices/list/oela/index.html
https://ncela.ed.gov/newsletters
https://twitter.com/ASKNCELA1
https://www.facebook.com/ED.OELA/?ref=bookmarks
https://linkedin.com/company/ed-oela
https://in.pinterest.com/ed_oela/
https://soundcloud.com/ed_oela
mailto:askncela@manhattanstrategy.com
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Certificate of Completion

• You can receive a certificate 

of completion if you 

completed at least 90% of 

this webinar.

‒Email 

askncela@manhattanstrat

egy.com
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OELA Contact Information
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Melissa Escalante

Management and Program Analyst, OELA

Melissa.Escalante@ed.gov

202-401-1407

mailto:Melissa.Escalante@ed.gov
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Thank You!
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