Office of English Language Acquisition
English Learners: Demographic Trends

During the 2000—01 school year (SY), a total of 3,793,764 English learners (ELs) were enrolled in public
schools in kindergarten through grade 12 in the 50 states and the District of Columbia, representing 8.1% of
total student enrollment. By SY 2019-20, the EL population had grown by almost 1 million and a half students
to a total of 5,115,887 ELs, representing 10.4% of total student enrollment. Nationally, the percentage of ELs
enrolled in U.S. schools rose by 2.3 percentage points between SY 2000-01 and SY 2019-20.
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While some states experienced increases in their EL population as a percentage of the total K—12 enrollment
between the SYs 2000-01 and 2019-20, other states have experienced decreases. For example, both Nevada
and Texas saw its EL population, as a percentage of its total enrollment, increase by over 3 percentage points
and 5 percentage points respectively. Other states, such as California and New Mexico, experienced decreases
of almost 5 percentage points in their EL population as a percentage of their total K—12 enrollment between the

SYs 2000-01 and 2019-20.
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Source: U.S. Department of Education, National Center for Educational Statistics (2021). Digest of educational statistics. “Table 204.20 English learner (EL)
students enrolled in public elementary and secondary schools, by state: Selected years, fall 2000 through fall 2019”.
https://nces.ed.gov/programs/digest/d2 1/tables/dt21_204.20.asp
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