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OVERVIEW

• English Learners Trends

 Growth

 Performance

• Dual Language Approaches

 Research

 Study Trips

• Moving Forward 

 Integration

 Biliteracy

 Evidence Base Practice
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PERCENTAGE OF TOTAL EL SCHOOL POPULATION

GRADES PRE-K – 12: SY 2011-12

3

Source: U.S. Department of Education, National Center for Education Statistics, Common Core of Data, Local Education Agency 

(School District) Universe Survey, 2011-12 v.1a; State Nonfiscal Public Elementary/Secondary Education Survey, 2011-12 v.1a.



PERCENTAGE CHANGE IN NUMBER OF  ELs 

SYs 2004-05 to 2011-12

Source: EDFacts/Consolidated State Performance Reports, 2004-05 to 2011-12. Retrieved from
http://www2.ed.gov/admins/lead/account/consolidated/index.html Updated 1.15.15

http://www2.ed.gov/admins/lead/account/consolidated/index.html


NUMBER OF K-12 EL

SY 2002-2013
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Source: U.S. Department of Education, 2008-10 Biennial Report to Congress and EDFacts/Consolidated State Performance 

Reports, SYs 2010-11, 2011-12, and 2012-13
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UNACCOMPANIED CHILDREN RELEASED TO SPONSORS 

BETWEEN OCTOBER 2013 - OCTOBER 2014
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0115

Source: U.S. Department of Health and Human Services, Office of Refugee Resettlement, 12/3/2014 

http://www.acf.hhs.gov/programs/orr/unaccompanied-chilren-released-to-sponsors-by-state.



TOP FIVE LANGUAGES SPOKEN BY ELs 

NATIONALLY: 2011-12

7

Language Number of ELs

Spanish 3,562,860

Chinese 88,798

Vietnamese 79,021

Arabic 64,487

Hmong 40,445

Source: EDFacts/Consolidated State Performance Report, 2011-12: 
http://www2.ed.gov/admins/lead/account/consolidated/index.html.



HIGH SCHOOL GRADUATION RATES: SY 2012-13
BY RACIAL/ETHNIC CATEGORY
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Source: EDFacts/Consolidated State Performance Report, SY 2012-13, http://www2.ed.gov/admins/lead/account/

consolidated/index.html. Retrieved 3/16/15 from http://nces.ed.gov/ccd/data_tables.asp
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http://www2.ed.gov/admins/lead/account/consolidated/index.html
http://nces.ed.gov/ccd/data_tables.asp


5

HIGH SCHOOL GRADUATION RATES: SY 2012-13 
BY STUDENT GROUP
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account/consolidated/index.html. Retrieved on 3/16/15 from http://nces.ed.gov/ccd/data_tables.asp
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http://www2.ed.gov/admins/lead/account/consolidated/index.html
http://nces.ed.gov/ccd/data_tables.asp


TRENDS IN HIGH SCHOOL GRADUATION RATES BY 

STUDENT GROUP
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NAEP GRADE 8 READING SCORES 

FOR ELs AND NON-ELs: 2003-2013
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Source:  U.S. Department of Education, Institute of Education Sciences, National Center for Education Statistics, 

National Assessment of Educational Progress (NAEP), 2003, 2005, 2007, 2009, 2011, and 2013 Reading 

Assessments. 
0115



NAEP GRADE 8 READING SCORES FOR HISPANIC AND NON-

HISPANIC STUDENTS

** *

*

Source:  U.S. Department of Education, Institute of Education Sciences, National Center for Education Statistics, National 

Assessment of Educational Progress (NAEP), 2000, 2003, 2005, 2007, 2009, 2011, and 2013 Reading Assessments. 
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NAEP GRADE 8 MATHEMATICS SCORES FOR HISPANIC AND 

NON-HISPANIC STUDENTS

* *

*

Source:  U.S. Department of Education, Institute of Education Sciences, National Center for Education Statistics, 

National Assessment of Educational Progress (NAEP), 2000, 2003, 2005, 2007, 2009, 2011, and 2013 

Mathematics Assessments. 
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NAEP GRADE 8 MATHEMATICS SCORES 

FOR ELs AND NON-ELs: 2003-2013
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Source:  U.S. Department of Education, Institute of Education Sciences, National Center for Education Statistics, 

National Assessment of Educational Progress (NAEP), 2003, 2005, 2007, 2009, 2011, and 2013 

Mathematics Assessments. 
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“My message to you today is that K-12 schools and higher 

education institutions must be part of the solution to our 

national language gap. The president and I want every 

child to have a world-class education – and today more than 

ever a world-class education requires students to be able to 

speak and read languages in addition to English.  The 

department of education plays an important role in 

supporting second-language instruction starting in the 

earliest grades and to ensure that students are engaged in 

language all the way through high school.” 

- Arne Duncan, U.S. Secretary of Education 
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DUAL IMMERSION PROGRAM 
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DUAL IMMERSION SCHOOL VISITS
SY 2014-15
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 Washington Yu Ying Public Charter School

 Maria Reed Elementary

 Escuela Key, VA

 International Academy at Cardozo Education 

Campus

 Cleveland Elementary

 Bruce Monroe Elementary

 Sligo Creek Elementary, MD

 Rolling Terrace Elementary, MD



SEAL OF BILITERACY GUIDELINES
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THE SEAL SERVES TO CERTIFY ATTAINMENT OF BILITERACY FOR STUDENTS,     

EMPLOYERS AND UNIVERSITIES.  IT IS A STATEMENT OF ACCOMPLISHMENT

THAT HELPS TO SIGNAL EVIDENCE OF A STUDENT’S READINESS FOR CAREER

AND COLLEGE AND FOR ENGAGEMENT AS A GLOBAL CITIZEN



“Today, educating our children for a successful career and enriched life 

must include biliteracy or multiliteracy skills.   In our interconnected global 

community and interdependent economies, we must prepare our children 

for a future in which their ability to appreciate and communicate across 

cultures and languages is a significant asset for our nation.

There is increasing momentum across the country for schools to 

establish language immersion programs to encourage and value the 

mastery of multiple languages.  In effective dual-language classrooms, 

English learners and English-proficient classmates are provided 

opportunities to learn academic content while simultaneously becoming 

proficient in two languages.

We challenge our schools and communities to invest in our future 

leaders with opportunities for developing biliteracy or multiliteracy skills.  

Congratulations to DCPS for taking this challenge and making a 

commitment to   recognize graduates with a Seal of Biliteracy for their 

achievements in two languages.” 

- Libia S. Gil, Assistant Deputy Secretary and 

Director, Office of English Language 

Acquisition, U.S. Department of Education 
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STATES OFFERING DUAL LANGUAGE PROGRAMS IN 

SY 2011-12 AND SEALS OF BILITERACY IN 2015

1
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Source: EDFacts/Consolidated State Performance Report, 2011-12 and http://sealofbiliteracy.org/. 

http://sealofbiliteracy.org/


Proposed

ED’s Systemic Strategy for English Learners
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English Learners:

A National Asset 

and Investment

Ensure equity and 

address opportunity gaps

Identify effective 

approaches that 

integrate native 

languages and cultures 

to promote multi-literacy

Increase all 

school/district/state  

leaders’ and teachers’ 

effectiveness in serving ELs

Engage families and

community partners 

Establish OELA as the

credible national Knowledge

hub on ELs 

Increase evidence-based

Knowledge, practice and 

assessment 

Elevate national focus 

on ELs and integrate ELs

in all reform efforts

Goal 1:  Ensure all English Learners are college and career ready for a global society by building on students’ 

linguistic and cultural assets

Goal 2:  Ensure all education policies and initiatives successfully address opportunities for English Learners

Updated  11.12.14



Questions?  Suggestions?
libia.gil@ed.gov
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