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Project Overview
Our program engages in-service teachers in participatory action research in urban and 
suburban schools with a predominant number of ELs in their classroom.

1. Identifying a problem through Funds of Knowledge Inquiry

2. Alignment with Common Core Standards

3. Designing activities using robust principles of language and learning

4. Integrating language with STEM content

5. Analysis of self, students, and site



Successes to Date 
1. A sustained learning 

community of teacher 

researchers and curriculum 

designers for ELs

2. A robust university-district 

partnership (78 teachers, 48 

since 2011) in 26 schools 

3. 10 Doctoral Students & 6 

Undergraduate Researchers

4. 26 Principals  

5. Math, Science, Bilingual/ESL 

Education Faculty

6. Website (elmsa.org)

7. Social Media

8. Publications (1) & 

Presentations (29)

Dissertations (5)

Quarterly Newsletter





Dear Ms. Degand,

Thank you for your 

support for Amanda. Your 

visits to the hospital made 

Amanda feel that she 

was part of the class.





Challenges
1. Resistance to new models of teaching (e.g. FoK)

2. Mandated Curriculum v. Curriculum Designers 

“Just tell me what to do!”

3. Teacher beliefs about language and learning

4. Discourse Analysis and Reflection

5. Content Integration & STEM Knowledge

6. Burdened by Testing

7. Cohort Model



OELA & Promising 
Practices

1. Participatory Design Action Research (PDR)

2. From “Training” to “Embodied Partnership”

3. Sharing amongst other NPD Project (listserv)

4. Collaborative writing and dissemination

5. Research AND teaching focus



Join Us

www.elmsa.org

elmsa@uic.edu

Twitter @Projectelmsa

mailto:elmsa@uic.edu


Thank You!!

CONTACT INFORMATION:

Aria Razfar, Ph.D.

Department of Curriculum & Instruction

University of Illinois at Chicago

Tel: 312-413-8373

Email: arazfar@uic.edu

Twitter @AriaRazfar

www.elmsa.org

mailto:arazfar@uic.edu
http://www.elmsa.org/
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