
Celebrate Our Rising Stars Summit VI
“Preparing ELLs to Succeed in the 21st Century”

Structured English Immersion Program: 
Optimizing 

Learning Gains in the Secondary 
Classroom

The School District of 
Palm Beach County

Diana Williams, ESOL Manager

Kimberly Thomasson, Instructional Specialist



Celebrate Our Rising Stars Summit VI
“Preparing ELLs to Succeed in the 21st Century”

PALM BEACH



Celebrate Our Rising Stars Summit VI
“Preparing ELLs to Succeed in the 21st Century”

• 185 Schools

• 37 Charter Schools

• 171,713 Students

• 24,153 English Language Learners

• 142 Languages & Dialects

• 182 Countries & Territories
Data from September 4, 2007
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Top Languages Spoken in 
Palm Beach County
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Palm Beach County School District ELL PlanPalm Beach County School District ELL Plan

FundedFunded ESOL ESOL 

Instructional ModelsInstructional Models

Academic Sheltered Instruction

Collaborative Instruction (Elementary Only)

Two-Way Immersion (Dual Language)
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•
 

Implementation of Vocabulary Logs to 
increase ELL vocabulary acquisition

•
 

Effective use of “Academic Language”
 

in 
the classroom

•
 

Effective implementation of rotational 
model for ELLs

The Department of Multicultural
 Education provides 

PROFESSIONAL DEVELOPMENT on…
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Whole Group
Read Aloud

Lesson Goals
Modeling

Whole Group
Review

Reflection
Wrap-up

Technology

or writing

Listening

Speaking

Small group 
teacher 

instruction
Reading

Balanced Rotational Instruction Model

90 minute example – LITERACY (Reading & Writing)

20 minutes            Four 15 minute rotations             10 minutes

Times can be adjusted to accommodate scheduling needs
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Whole Group
Science

Instruction

Whole Group
Review

Reflection
Wrap-up

Science using 
Technology or 

pencil-paper

Listening- 
Speaking 
together on 
science labs

Small group 
teacher 

instruction

Independent 
reading of 
science 
materials

Balanced Rotational Instruction Model

90 minute example – SCIENCE

20 minutes            Four 15 minute rotations             10 minutes

Times can be adjusted to accommodate scheduling needs
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Whole Group
Social Studies

Instruction

Whole Group
Review

Reflection
Wrap-up

Social 
studies 

instruction 
using 

Technology 
or pencil- 

paper

Listening- 
Speaking 
together on 
social 
studies 
projects

Small group 
teacher 

instruction

Independent 
reading of 
social 
studies 
materials

Balanced Rotational Instruction Model

90 minute example – SOCIAL STUDIES

20 minutes            Four 15 minute rotations             10 minutes

Times can be adjusted to accommodate scheduling needs
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Whole Group
Math 

Instruction

Whole Group
Review

Reflection
Wrap-up

Math using 
Technology or 

pencil-paper 
practice

Listening 
Speaking 
together on 
math problems

Small group 
teacher 

instruction

Independent 
math 
practice

Balanced Rotational Instruction Model

90 minute example – MATH

20 minutes            Four 15 minute rotations             10 minutes

Times can be adjusted to accommodate scheduling needs
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The Department of Multicultural
 Education provides 

PROFESSIONAL DEVELOPMENT on…

•
 

Effective use of “manipulatives”
 

for ELLs

•
 

Effective use of Student 
Writing/Editing Folders for improving 
ELL achievement on FCAT Writes +

•
 

Effective use of adopted and 
supplemental materials for ELLs



Celebrate Our Rising Stars Summit VI
“Preparing ELLs to Succeed in the 21st Century”

Developmental Language Arts through ESOL
 Secondary Supplemental Materials
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English through ESOL
 Secondary Supplemental Materials
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ESOL Science
 Secondary Supplemental Materials
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ESOL Math
 Secondary Supplemental Materials
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ESOL Social Studies
 Secondary Supplemental Materials
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• 1428 Students

• 405 English Language Learners

• 20 Languages & Dialects

• 49 Countries & Territories
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• 1170 Students

• 39 English Language Learners

• 32 Languages & Dialects

• 36 Countries & Territories
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