Attending Schools in the United States
“Attending Schools in the United States” is the second topic in the English Learner Family Tool Kit.
This tool kit is meant to support families of English learners (ELs) in the U.S. education system. Each topic
has five parts: (1) Overview, (2) Family and Student Rights (3) Questions to Ask School Staff, (4) Tips, and
(5) Resources.

Suggested Questions to Ask School Staff
The following are sample, optional questions you may ask school staff to help regarding attending
school:
1.
2.
3.
4.
5.
6.
7.
8.
9.
10.
11.
12.
13.
14.

How do I find out what school my child will attend?
Who do I ask to provide me with an interpreter when I go to the school?
How old does my child have to be to start preschool or kindergarten in my state?
What is the maximum age under which I can still enroll my child in high school in my state?
Does the school require a uniform? What if I cannot afford to buy the uniform?
Who is my child’s guidance counselor, and what is this person’s contact information?
What does my child eat for lunch? When does my child eat lunch? Where does my child eat
lunch? What are the rules for lunch? Do I pay for the lunch?
Can you explain the attendance policy? How should I tell the school my child will be absent?
What will happen if my child must miss school?
My child was in ____ grade in their previous school. Will my child be in that same grade at this
school?
What is expected of my child and me when it comes to homework?
If there is homework in my child’s grade, what help can we receive if my child can’t complete
the homework?
Is there someone in the school who works with families?
Does this school have a family-teacher organization? If so, how do I join?

This document contains examples and resource materials that are provided for the user’s convenience. The
inclusion of any material is not intended to reflect its importance, nor is it intended to endorse any views
expressed, or products or services offered. These materials may contain the views and recommendations of
various subject matter experts as well as hypertext links, contact addresses and websites to information
created and maintained by other public and private organizations. The opinions expressed in any of these
materials do not necessarily reflect the positions or policies of the U.S. Department of Education. The U.S.
Department of Education does not control or guarantee the accuracy, relevance, timeliness, or completeness
of any outside information included in these materials. Mentions of specific programs or products in these
examples are designed to provide clearer understanding and are not meant as endorsements.
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