Save the Date!

LAURIE OLSEN ano JULIAN VASQUEZ-HEILIG Office of English
Language

Acquisition
(OELA)

Laurie Olsen, researcher and author from California, and Julian Vasquez-Heilig,
university educator and researcher from Texas, will be in the U.S. Department of
Education on December 9, 2011. The Office of English Language Acquisition is
bringing together these individuals from the two highest-EL states to discuss
their ongoing research and work. The event will be u-streamed.

Olsen’s career spans four decades as a researcher, writer, and provider of leader-
ship development and technical assistance on educational equity for immigrant
students, language minority students, and English Learners. She currently directs
the SEAL Initiative, a preschool-third grade demonstration project for Spanish-
speaking ELs in the Silicon Valley. In her book Reparable Harm, she writes about
the misalignment of California initiatives with the needs of ELs. She will discuss
her ongoing work with educational institutions across California to support effec-
tive school reform strategies designed to implement effective EL programs and
services.

Vasquez-Heilig, an assistant professor at the University of Texas-Austin, has held
a variety of research and practitioner positions in organizations from Boston to
Beijing. These experiences have provided formative professional perspectives to
bridge research, theory, and practice. He will discuss current research in which
he quantitatively and qualitatively examines how high-stakes testing, account-
ability-based reforms, and incentive systems impact urban minority students,
with a focus on English Learners.

Please plan to join us! Office of English
Language Acquisition
(OELA)

Date: December 3, 201
Time:  1:00pm EST
Place: PCP Auditorium, [0th floor

For more information, contact
Stephanie Salvato, OELA
Call:  202.401.0049

E-mail: Stephanie.Salvato@ed.gov

(More information to come on the
live u-stream.)




