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Intercultural Development Research Association
strengthening public schools that work for all children

• Collaborative that includes Texas State 
University, San Marcos CISD and IDRA

• Improvement of Science achievement for EL 
at elementary and middle school

• Components:
– 1) Strengthening science pedagogical and 

content knowledge
– 2)Supporting EL teachers with intensive 

mentoring and coaching activities
– 3) Engaging parents and school personnel 

in constructive dialogue to improve 
science achievement of EL

Stellar Project
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Creating Effective Outreach 
and Support for Parents

• Training for parent liaisons – Train the 
trainer approach

• Parent leadership training – IDRA 
resources 

• Welcome centers at each school
• Science Saturdays for students and 

parents with Texas State University
• Helping Your Child Discover Science* -

bilingual resource         guide K-8

* available from IDRA
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Math on the BorderMath on the Border
Families Inquiring about the 
Teaching and Learning of Algebra

Aurelio M. Montemayor, M.Ed., IDRA
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AssumptionsAssumptions

Deficit Assumptions

Most poor, ELL children won’t 
master algebra

Parents don’t care

Poor families have little to 
contribute to math education

Valuing Assumptions

Parents care about all children 
learning math

Parents can use actionable 
data

Schools can learn from 
families
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Actionable DataActionable Data
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Parent-Designed Survey 
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Student PresentationsStudent Presentations
• Students who were not excelling in math…
• Collected the data…
• Presented findings

– Noticeable variance between adult and student  
responses
–Student interpretation

“Parents, you think teachers encourage and answer questions 
and they re-teach in different ways. We students experience it 
differently”
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• Parents can conduct critical 
inquiry into the teaching and 
learning of math

• Schools can learn from 
families about the teaching 
and learning of math. 

ConclusionsConclusions



Click to edit Master title 
style

Click to edit Master subtitle style

Intercultural Development Research Association
strengthening public schools that work for all children

IDRA ResourcesIDRA Resources

IDRA NewsletterIDRA Newsletter

Graduation for All Graduation for All 
email newsletter email newsletter 
(bilingual)(bilingual)

ClassnotesClassnotes
PodcastPodcast

Book: Courage to Connect Book: Courage to Connect –– A A 
Quality Schools Action FrameworkQuality Schools Action Framework™™
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Contact us…

Intercultural Development Research Association
5815 Callaghan Road, Suite 101
San Antonio, Texas 78228

210.444.1710 • • contact@idra.org

www.idra.org

Contact usContact us……
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